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001f-h Micholitz to Sander




Manila, 14th May 1882

Dear Mr. Sander,

I trust that you received my letter from Singapore and I’d like to tell you about the remainder of the journey. The journey from Singapore to Manila was uneventful; we arrived  on the 8th May towards the evening. I went straight away to the Fonda de la Ari and collected the much discussed letter; however,, I must tell you frankly that it did not tell me anything useful about Vanda sanderiana and Phalaenopsis sanderiana. But since your instructions were that they grow on Mindanao in the vicinity of Phal. St. [stuartiana], I shall do my utmost. I received some further news, equally unwelcome, that Boxall has been living here. He is supposed to be somewhere on Luzon and to embark for Mindanao on the next steam ship. I therefore have the honour to arrive there at the same time as he. In addition I was told that a traveller named Veitch is there; the next steamer will leave in 15 – 16 days’ time. Pleasant expectations, but I have tried hard to find a way of getting there earlier. 

I have therefore decided to go to Zebu on the 16th of this month and hope that I shall be able to get to Mindanao a few days earlier from there. Otherwise I shall just wait for the ship from Manila to Singapore which stops there. While there, I shall try to collect something. I have had considerable difficulties obtaining a provincial passport, and am therefore indebted to the gentlemen of the bank as well as the German Consul and Mr. Boie, who have given me their support.

I would like to note that Mr. Boie is a great admirer of Caladium, perhaps you could send him some corms, especially Cal. argyrites. He would also like some roses, low growing, perhaps one of the collectors could bring them to Singapore. I was surprised to learn that here you have the same agent as Low. Why do we need an agent ? Furthermore, I don’t particularly like the Fonda la la Ari (Fonda means guest house). Firstly, it is very expensive and, secondly, one is too much observed. This means that anyone can find out who one is and where one is going. 

I have therefore looked for something else and was very happy to find a house which suits our purposes admirably. The owner is German/American and is a ship’s chandler. He does not run a hotel but just has a few rooms where he usually accommodates marine officers. The house itself is situated on the bay and there is enough room to pack some 100 crates. The crates can be taken directly by barge from the house to the ship. The house would also be suitable for longer stay in the Philippines because one gets information about travel opportunities and Mr. Brown, this is the name of the proprietor, would be prepared to help with the despatch of the plants.

Of course, I don’t know when I shall have completed collecting the plants. I shall make every effort that you will receive the plants earlier. If necessary, I shall travel with the plants from here to Hong Kong and from there to Singapore, since connections from here to Singapore are not as frequent as from Hong Kong, where there are three ships per week. The difference in cost will not be very much. I am waiting for your instructions. Please also tell me whether you want me to return to Europe from Singapore or if you want me to go to Manila, and in case you have not already written to me about this it may be prudent to let me know by telegraph by early August. Of course, there is also the question if it may be possible that Foerstermann takes the plants, or if I shall be forced to come back earlier in order to be ahead of Boxall who, as I found out by accident, is thinking of returning in August. In that case I shall do what I consider best. The important point is that you do not fall behind with your payments, in case I shall require more, and I shall take Approximately £150 with me since the bank there has no connections. I don’t think that I shall use the money, but I think it better to have too much than to sit there without any, as has happened to Mr. Röb. on occasion. Well, I shall do my utmost to earn your trust in me. I understand that you have been informed by Röb. about other circumstances here, therefore I shall say no more about them. 

In the local botanic garden I found 2 Cycas and one Livingstonia which is said to be indigenous. The latter has, in my view, great market potential. I shall endeavour to obtain a good quantity of seed. Of the Cycas, one seems to be very similar to Cycas revoluta, but all the specimens I saw were smaller than this in all parts; the other is similar to Cycas rumphii, but has some marked differences. Both are worthy of importation. I have not yet been able to make any explorations as I have been running around to get my Passport in order. 

I have just heard, that the steamer for Zebu does not depart until 17th of this month. I was also introduced to two collectors of ‘naturalia’ who have just returned from Mindanao. When I asked them if they had seen many orchids they replied: Yes, especially Phalaenopsis amabilis in many colours, sometimes with leaves like Phal. schilleriana. Aha ! I thought, that is exactly what I want.. But these two gentlemen travelled much further south, and I shall take the same route some other time. This time it does not seem possible.

I close for today and remain with the best wishes for your well being

Your obedient servant, 


W. Micholitz

For telegrams
Adr. W.M.

Micholitz, Brown, Ferola, Manila
c/o Mr. G. Brown & Co.
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